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BEING 'OCCUPIED" . . . right Into his own 
Jail by members of the, military government re­ 
serve units during practice operations In Tor­ 
rance last, Tuesday U ( 'hlef of Police John Stroh 
(2nd from right). Members of the 'occupation' 
force shown In the above photo are, left to right:

Major Donald A. .suu.ui, »*....;...nxling officer, 
rapt. Arthur E. Erlckson, public infnrmntlnn of­ 
ficer; Capf. Joseph D'Addario. overall public 
safety officer; and First \A. Ralph <». Harrow, 
public safety officer In charge of the police de­ 
partment.  Torrance, Press photo.

Ho Cut in School 
lax Rate This Year

Hopes for any cut in the achool tax rate this year were tossed 
out the window by the Board of Education of Torranre Fnlfled 
School District Tuesday night.

The rate will remain at $2.8887 per $100 assessed valuation,
It was

Previously, predictions haij 
expressed that the rate 

could be cut 20 cents per $100. 
These hopes were exploded some- 
wha.t by the fact that the as­ 
sessed valuation of Torrance did 
not increase this year as much 
aa was predicted.

The Board adopted a prelimi­ 
nary budget calling for a total of 
$1,690,740 for the current fiscal 
year. This includes $125,000 re­ 
serve funds required by Jaw.

The actual operating budget is 
11, 526,740 against $1,197,720 for 

the year 1950-51, but the in­ 
crease is made necessary by the 
new schools which will be in op­ 
eration during the coming school 
term.

They include Greenwood, 151 
Nido, Crenshaw, Riviera and Ma- 
drona schools, although Green­ 
wood is the only on« which ia 
likely to be ready by Septem-

C r. Rids were rejected on El 
do-Crenshsw and Mardona- 

Rivi«ra schools due to lack of 
qualified bidders, and they will 
be rea.dvert.ised.

The Board expects to finance 
the budget this year as follows:

District ad valorem taxes, 
899,920.
PHmary atate aid. $358,564,
sed on average daily attend­ 

ance.
Secondary state aid, $103,040,
o baaed on average daily at­ 

tendance.
Other state aid, $26,000.
Miscellaneous, $5860.
Public hearings will be held 

August 1.

SignsWarren 
 S750.000 
Water Bill

flo far as Southern California's 
pound water supply is con- 
 rned, Governor Warren's sig­ 

nature on the $750,000 *ea water 
Invasion bill on .Saturday, July 
14, 1P.M. topped all action taken 
by the. 1951, according to a state- 

nt by Ben Haggott, president 
of the West Basin Water As- 
aociation.

The appropriation providea the 
wherewithal! to finance the cost

« injection and observation wells 
d other facilities to halt the 

....derground invasion by a«a 
water into the West, Ra.sin a 
major source of vitally needed 
water for the Torrance area.

At present approximately 87,-
 000 meters are measuring West

Basin water serving a popula­
tion of 250,000 persons in South­
ern California.

"Running interference for this 
much needed legislation," accord­ 
ing to Haggott, "was Attorney 
Charles R. Rtervens representing 
four large r»»l companies in thi 

es. and premier legislative a<! 
ate who has been studying 

he problem for the past several

High School 
Work Let to 
Jones Bros.

The bid of Jones Brothers of 
$553,900 for the 13-unit Tor­ 
rance High School addition was 
accepted Tuesday* night hy the 
Torrance Unified School Bonrd.

Bids on the project were open­ 
ed by the board 10 a.m. July 17. 
Jones was considered the lowest 
responsible bidder.

Included in the higti achool ad­ 
dition are, a gymnasium, nine 
classrooms, a band room, an or­ 
chestra mom, snd a cafeteria.

It WHS also announced at the 
Board of Education meeting that, 
final inspection of the Perry 
School Addition would be. Mold 
yesterday, July 18.

Vetterli Faces 
Sentence on 
Perjury Charge

Clarence H. Vetterli. 41-yoar- 
old El Camino College Journalism 
teacher, is slated to be sentenced 
July 23 on his conviction of giv­ 
ing perjured testimony in an 
espionage investigation.

Vetterli was tried before a Jury 
in the court of U. S. Judge Peir- 
son M. Hall, last Friday, July 13.

Vetterlt is charged with hav­ 
ing testified before a Federal 
grand Jury investigating espio­ 
nage in 1949 that he did not 
know Ignacy Samuel Witcza.k 
waa a Communist agent when 
they w«r* associated In 1941.

Wltcsiak was named as a Rua-
(Continued on Page Three)

Man Crushed 
Between flutos

Pantaloon Valhticnn, 47, of 
18M W. 182nd street, had both 
legs broken when he was crushed 
between two colliding autos on 
Western avenue, near 178th 
street, Monday, July Ifl. accord­ 
ing to the California Highway 
Patrol. He wag rushed to Harbor 
General Hospital hy ambulance. 

The report ssid that the, victim 
(Continued on Page Three)

MILITARY 
TAKES OVER 
TORRANCE

Forty men of the 424th Mil­ 
itary Government Company, 
Organised Reserve Corps, sta­ 
tioned for a two-week summer 
training period at Fort Ma/o- 
Arthur, "occupied" Torrance, 
for the day Tuesday just as 
they would any conquered 
foreign city.
After a flag-raising ceremony 

at the city hall, a security check 
wajn made of each Torrance city 
official before allowing them to 
remain in their official capacity. 

Chief of Police, John Stroh 
was "thrown" in his own jail by 
the military when they took over 
his Jailhouse. and City Manager 
George W. Ftevens "relinquish­ 
ed" his office to Major Donald 
A. 8 tew art, commanding officer 
of the forces here. City Clerk A. 
H. Bartlett also felt the "occu­ 
pation" in his office.

Other city o f f 1 c 1 a 1 a were 
"screened," their offices occu­ 
pied for the da.y in the exercise 
which wa.s tx> give the troops 
training in tha actual military 
government.

Hea.dquarte.ra were in the Civ­ 
ic Auditorium, but the "occupan­ 
cy" even extended to the fire de­ 
partment and the city court, 
whore Chief Jake Benner and 
Judge. Otto Willett were, found 
willing "subjects" to military 
rule.

As it waa pointed out by Col. 
John B. Shapard, in his talk to 
the Torranc.e Nona Club, host to 
a dozen military officers and 
city officials on Tuesday, the 
military .government forces al­ 
low wherever possible the reign­ 
ing city officials to stay In of­ 
fice under military supervision, 

(Cf>ntvMi.*d on Page Three)

Hundreds Seek 
Small Rentals

Yen, It's hard in believe, but 
there are hundred* of couple*, 
young and old seeking one 
bedroom homes, 'according to 
Mrs. George Osbornn. 174S 
Martin* Ave., Torrance.

Mrs. Owborne plm-ed a flOc 
classified ad in the Torrance 
Pre*« rAnta! section. Thursday 
morning calls started coming, 
and continued throughout that 
day. Friday and Saturday. "I 
must have had well over a 
hundred calls over the week­ 
end," said Mrs. Osborne.

Here 1« the flOc classified 
which brought so many calls: 

50 RKNTALS
1 BEDROOM furnished home 

with garage. Inquire 1745 
Martina, Torrmnce.

fltevens, with his extensive

4»Milk Shortage 
Threatened

i/ 

"California's consuming public 
soon may not have an adequate 
supply of milk" was indicated 

fctoday by W. B. Woodburn of the 
California Dairy Industry Ad­ 
visory Board.

Wood-burn pointed out 7 facts: 
1. Production of milk in the 

Jast 12 months has increased 
only 4 per cent to ft per 
cent. Sale* of fluid milk and 
dairy products have increas­ 
ed 7 percent to 8 per cent. 
The coat of what a cow eats 
p»r day has increased since 
last January, 24 percent in 

(Continued on Page Three)

WEEKEND (il.'LSTS . , . Hua.vm- Johnson (center, holding base­ 
ball hat*), former Torrance police sergeant, Is shown with mem­ 
bers .of the> IT. 8. 8. Dixie baseball team he brought home, with him 
last weekend to play the Torrance Bluebirds. The sailors were 
housed In the Moose hall on Carson street and were guests of 
the Torrance Moose lodge. They are,, top row, left to right: R. A. 
WIHIntm, HN; 1.. B. Ely, 1/T.ffi; J. E. Cook, VM; and A. .1. 
Dawdle, TMC; bottom row, left to right: T. E. Diigan, FN; 
P. H. Rush, FN; A. M. Hove, »N} D. E. Moller, KN; M. M. Mo- 
Comba, MMlf and J. C. Davia, ETSN.  Torranc* Preaa photo.
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COUNCIL READ Y TO ORDER 
PARKING METERS FOR CITY

Haggard to Name 
New 'Authority'

THE 'YES MEN' HAVE IT!
(An Editorial)

New evidence of Hie desire of Hie clique running the 
City Hall to safely tuck under their control the various city 
commissions is seen in Hie appointment made to Hie Civil 
Service Commission last week.

Specified in the City Ordinance which governs Hie 
Civil Service Commission are these words: "The City Coun­ 
cil shall appoint a Board ... of five members . . . each 
Councilman nominating one member."

The practice of allowing each Councilman to nominate 
members of the Civil Service Commission and other com­ 
missions when his turn arrives has been followed since the 
Civil Service Ordinance was adopted on May 27, 1941.

That is. it had been followed until Tuesday night, July 
10, 1951. when Mayor Bob Haggard refused to permit 
Councilman Nick Drale to have his privilege and right un­ 
der the ordinance, of nominating the successor of Vie 
Benstead who resigned. Benstead had been Drale's nominee 
originally.

Disregarding this tradition, courtesy and requirement, 
Mayor Haggard disallowed Councilman Drale's plea that 
Hie nomination of this Civil Service Commission was 
rightfully his, and the famous "four to one" vote prevailed 
against Drale.

Let us make it clear that we do not eriticiie the ap­ 
pointment of Charles Schulrz Jr. to the Commission. We 
think that he is well-qualified for the job. We are sure that 
Mr. Drale feels the same way.

It is not Hie man in Hie job we are criticizing. It is Hue 
manner in which Mayor Haggard and his three "yes" men 
are showing discourteous and wilful disregard for the minor­ 
ity voice of Councilman Drale that we challenge.

In our opinoin. Councilman Drale is doing a far better 
job than any Councilman we have had in years. The people 
know that he is representing tKem; yes Hie people, not Hie 
"vested interests" which Hie Councilmanic Four so bluntly 
supports to the utter disregard of the wishes of the people 
of Torrance who believe in Councilman Drale.

' The Drale Supporters are growing In numbers daily, 
and every incident of the sort mentioned above is pouring 
oil on the1 fires of discontent with the present city admin­ 
istration and its "backers."

It takes "big men and big minds" to represent Ht« 
people of a community, district or state.

We foresee for Councilman Drcrit a long, successful 
and glorious career.

Swayne Johnson Brings 
16 Guests for Weekend

Home taut; weekend with Ifl huddle*, waa Swayne Johnson, 
former Torrance police, officer. Johnson came here, to play his own 
former baseball club, the Torranc* Rluehlds.

The sailors, veterans of the Korean war and crew members of 
the IT. R. S. DLxJe, based at San Diego, were the weekend guests 
of the Torrance boynl Order of* 
the Moose, according to Gover­ 
nor George Powell. They were 
housed In the Moose hall lodge 
and were prepared meals by Mrs. 
Johnson, Dale R 11 e y, George
Powell and Charles Gotta.

The Navy visitors were re- 
reived with "open arms" by the 
members of the Moose, but the 
Torrance Bluebird's baseball 
team dampened the visit by de­ 
feating tho sailors, who hold 
fourth plare in the Southern 
Navy Conference baseball leajrue, 
tn two jramea last Saturday, 8-6 
and 12-10.

The Moose jruests and crew 
members o/ the U.S.8. Dixie 
were decorated by the govern­ 
ment for their activities In the 
Korean war, and are distinguish­ 
ed by virtue of their ship's par­ 
ticipation in actual combat at 
Kaesong in Korea, a first in 
naval history for a vessel of Its 
type. Kaesong is in the news to­ 
day as the site of true* talks 
in Korea.

Pitching- for the Navy team 
last Saturday was Al Williams

of Bremerton. Wash., under ron- 
tract to the Seattle Rainers of 
the Pacific Coast leapie. Also 
included °" * h * Nsvy rosier were 
such professional players sa

Merchant Says, 
Torrance 
Police Best'

HiRh praise was awarded to

this week by a Torrance mer­ 
chant.

Arrhie Warhs, of the May-

the alertness of police officers 
in patroltng the business dis- 
trirt. Wa/'hs said that on sev­ 
eral occasions he has left the 

(Continued OH Pag* Three)

2nd Postponement 
Of Becker Trial

A heavy court calender Mon­ 
day, July 16. forced the second 
postponement of the scheduled 
trial of Roy J. Becker, I*>s An­ 
geles city school board president, 
until P:30 a.m. next Monday, 
July 23, in department 44 of Su­ 
perior Court.

Becker was ordered to at and 
trial after a grand jury, accused 
him of misconduct in office. The 
charge came after the jury 
probed the "moral Hgtit of school 
board members to profit from a 
school bus insurance program."

Becker has denied the charge.

Gets Action on 
Slough Peril

Draining of Keystone sloughs 
and burning of dangerous debris 
near them, was given as a hope 
thin week to H. .T. Blythe, presi­ 
dent, of the. Keystone-A valon 
Chamber of Commerce, by Su­ 
pervisor Raymond Darby.

by the founty Board of Super-

tha Keystone-Avslon group ss a 
result of the. recent drowning 
of four boys in two sloughs.

Drowned Monday of thin week 
in a slough near 120nd and Ftg- 
tieroa was Ronald l>ee. Thomas, 
10, Ernest Austin, 13, and Roy 
B. Wimbe.rly, 12. Another vic­ 
tim of murky slough waters at 
Ganevleve and Jamison street! 
was Larry Hurst, P. I^arry was 
drowned Monday, July 9.

Supervisors thought that by 
draining water out of the 
sloughs, much of the remaining 
water would evaporate, making 
the water-filled pits more shal­ 
low. They also thought that, hy 
burning debris, from which the 
hoys constructed the raft*, dan­ 
ger of playing in tha alougha 
would b« lessened.

$338,986 In 
City Coffers 
As Year Ends

The City of Torrance ended 
the fisffll yonr with a. fund bal- 
anre of $338,P86.29, according to 
figures from City Clerk A. H. 

i Rartlett.
Of this amount, $132,566.81 was 

in the general fund.
Tt is the money in the "fund 

halancp" that Councilman Nick 
Drale has been urging; the city 
to use to provide a new city 
dump.

Also, ,hfl contends that the 
money will be sufficient to fi­ 
nance any type of park and rec­ 
reation program, as well as the 
of f-t he-street psrking program.

Mayor Bob Haggard and bis 
three supporters on the Council, 
Councilman H. S p e 1 m a h, W. 
Rlount. and E. Karlow, have been 
Raking a. $9.00 per year garbage 
fee from householders to finance 
a .fPO.OOO per year recreation 
and park program.

Now, Mayor Haggard and his 
supporters are seeking to set up 
a parking meter and parking 
authority program for Torrance, 
to raise money to buy real es­ 
tate for off-street parking.

Here is th* way the fund bal­ 
ances stood aa of June SO, lJ»ft1: 
General ..................... $132.!S?»«.81
Traffic Safety _..... . 8,TW,&3
In Lieu Motor Vehicle 61,601.76 
Library . ...............*..... 20,632.04
County Aid ................ 24,132.9ft
Streets of Major Imp. 61.78P.71 
Retirement . ................ 28.JV6.V28
Pay Roll Clearing...... 2.8PP.21
Airport Improve­ 

ment Fund ............ 8,010.00
Water System Plan....   

I338.986.2P

Three Boys 
Dead in 2nd 
Slough Mishap
boys Monday morning in a Key­ 
stone slough at 192nd and Fig- 
ueroa streets was the second 
tragedy of its kind to occur 
within two weeks.

Drowned Monday morning 
when a raft on which they were 
playing capsized were Ronald 
lx»e Thomas. 10, 13223 Towne 
avenue; Ernest Austin, 38, of 
13328 Towne avenue, and Roy 
B. Wimberly. 12. of 13302 Crock- 
er avenue, all Negroes.

Larry Hurst, fl years, of 21601 
Moneta avenue was drowned 
Monday, .Hily 9, when he fell off 
a raft while playing in a slough 
near his home.

Three other lads -Including 
brothers of two of the victims  
saved themselves after vainly 
attempting to rescue their com­ 
panions in this week's tragedy.

Charles Thomas, 14, said he 
grabbed his brother Ronald but 
the younger boy struggled, broke 
away and sank. Fred Wimberly, 
1ft. made repeated dives in 
search of bis brother, to no avail. 
Anthony Wynn, 12. of 13303

Towne avenue, was tha sixth boy 
on the raft.

  They had climbed on the 
flimsy cross planks and shoved 
out into the 100-yard wide slough 
to fish for crawfish when the 
raft began disintegrating.

(Crowding to one side, the six 
capsized the craft almost per­ 
pendicularly, spilling all into th* 
10-foot deep water.

Firemen from Dominguez sta­ 
tion and volunteers dived into 
the murky waters for some time 
in an attempt to recover the 
bodies, but thick vegetation on 
the muddy bottom prevented re­ 
covery until grappling lines were, 
used.

Inhalator crews worked for 
more than an hour over each 
boy to no avail.

A triple funeral service for 
the three boys will be held this 
week end at the Conner. Johnson 
MoHnary of I^os Angeles. Exact 
date had not been act at deadline 
time.

TWO JOBS 
COST CITY 
517,600

Still intent upon waddling the people of Torrance with un­ 
necessary taxes, the Counciltnantc majority at Its n*xt meeting 
Intend* to adopt nn "urgency" ordinance to install parking meter* 
on the curbs of Tnrrance street* In the "central traffic district-'*

Dictator r.f the idea is Mayor $                       
Bob Haggard, the man who is 
trying to impose a $P.OO per 
year garbage collpction fee on 
the householders of Torrsnce.

The Council aJso intends to 
adopt a resolution to "appoint" 
a parking authority and the res- 
ohrtion states "the mayor is the 
proper person to appoint the 
in e m b e r s of such authority," 
There will be five persons on 
the "authority."

The funds from tha parking 
meters will be directed to the 
"parking authority" and they 
will use it. to buy or condemn 
property, including buildings, to 
provide off-street, parking lots.

Once again, the sole opponent 
on the Council of the id*a is 
Councilman Nick DraJe.

"Too much control is going to 
one. man, s Councilman Drale de­ 
clared.

"The Mayor will have tha pow­ 
er of appointing the five-man 
parking authority, and the park­ 
ing authority will have the pow­ 
er to buy and sell rxrope.rty at 
wtH.

"This is dangerous for tha peo­ 
ple of Torrance.

"We have tha funds to buy 
property for off-street parking; 
and the City Council has the 
power of eminent domain. I do 
not believe that this power 
should be delegated to a com­ 
mittee of five men appointed by 
one man.

"1 am against this whole deal, 
and I ask the people of Tor­ 
rance to back me up in thia op­ 
position. 
SHOTTED GET VOTH

"The^ whole question should go 
to a vote of the people, and no 
doubt it. will by referendum if 
the Council adopts this absurd 
parking meter-parking authori­ 
ty plan."

CJitylAttorney James Hall has 
drafted tha resolution and ordi­ 
nance, to set up the parking au­ 
thority and-to provide for the 
parking meters. The parking au­ 
thority Is drafted "pursuant to 
the Parking I>aw of 1P4P," h« 
said.

The "parking authority" would 
CCVwtt*m*«rf on Page Three)  

Th«» office* of CMty Mana­ 
ger and Oi^Y Engineer ar« 
costing the taxpayer* of the 
City of Tot-ranee $17. BOO per 
year for Ralarle* alone against 
$n224) when Glen Jain resigned 
a* City Engineer in 1947.

Olty Manager Georg# W. 
Stevwis t» getting a $11,000 
annual salary*

City Engineer Jacob ,To«e»ph, 
recently hired, In (retting $6600
per y*»ar.

When 8 t e T e n s first was 
hired. he re**»tved $9000 per 
year a* "rtty administrative 
officer** and city engineer. 
Ttat trait January 1. 1948*

He lafor heaatn* Nty mana-v 
per under th* Charter *me.nd- 
nwnt but continued until June 
1 as City Engineer, receiving- 
$10.000 a year.

He got a raise effective July 
1. 10ft 1. to 911.000 per year.

Prior to the advenr of th« 
"city manager" form of gov­ 
ernment, Jain was engineer 
and City Clerk A. H. Bartlett 
and Jain shared an "on again 
off again'* arrangement aa 
pMrehawing ag*»nt, a Joh which 

$AO per month.

Dexter Hired as 
Elem. Principal 
By School Board

Rolb*rt R. Dexter. elementary 
vic«-prineipal. was employed by 
tha Torranc* Unified School 
Board Tuesday night a* an *le- 
menta.ry school principal at an 
annual salary of $5.500, effective 
September 1, 10M.

Dexter will b« assign-ed to th« 
El Nido and Crenshaw schools If 
they are completed by the fall, 
it wan reported,

Anguish...

REGISTERi:i» i-.-irrnt* of one of the throw 
hoys drowned Momm* momum m H Keystone slough near 192nd. 
street and Flguoroa avenue U the feeling of anguish \\hcn they 
see their boy being dragged into one. of the lifeguard's boats. 
They are Mr. and Mrs. Roy Wimnerly. Sr. (center), of 1.1803 
CrorUer avenue. Surrounding them are relatives and friend*. The. 
body of their son. Roy, \v«s the la*t to be found. It was recovered 
at iiSft p.m. Monday afternoon. The tragedy occurred about 10 
a.m. -Torranod rreaa photo by Edith L. Pavln.


